
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

As you know, Catholics in Colorado will once again be obligated to attend Mass on Sundays 

and Holy Days starting on Pentecost, May 22/23. Most people have expressed great joy for this, 

but many in our community are nervous to return to Mass in person. We understand both sides, 

and we want to accommodate as many people as we can while ensuring that everyone feels 

safe to attend Mass. 

Here is how we are going to move forward at Risen Christ: 

-Sign-ups for all weekend Masses will continue through April. We cannot accommodate 

walk-ins at this time. 

-Starting in May, three Masses each weekend will have no sign-up. Beginning the weekend 

of May 1/2, the following Masses will have open seating with no sign-up necessary: 4:00pm 

Saturdays, 9:00am Sundays, and 11:00am Sundays. Social distancing is not likely possible if 

these Masses have high attendance, so properly worn masks will be essential to keep one 

another safe. 

-Sign-ups will continue each weekend for the 7:30am and 5:30pm Sunday Masses, and no 

walk-ins will be allowed at these Masses. These Masses are intended for those who prefer 

Mass with a limited attendance and the option for greater physical distance from others. At each 

of these Masses, we are currently scheduling 82 households in the church plus 3 more in the 

cry room. Sign-up is at RisenChristChurch.org. 

Please continue to wear your mask over your nose and mouth whenever you are inside the 

church, adoration chapel or Emmaus Center. It will be more important than ever that we do this 

as we increase the seating capacity at 3 of our weekend Masses. 

 

https://risenchristchurch.org/


I have created an 8-minute video for you, giving 3 Reasons to Attend Mass In Person, which 

can be found HERE.  

Here are some reminders about the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days: 

-All Catholics who are healthy and without significant risk factors or other serious reasons 

should resume normal Mass attendance in the coming weeks. 

-The Church has always provided for exceptions to the Sunday and Holy Day obligation, and 

that anyone with a “serious reason” or “grave cause” is excused from the obligation. In the case 
of this pandemic, “serious reason” and “grave cause” would include: 

• Anyone who is sick, symptomatic, or has been recently exposed to the coronavirus. Protecting 
the health of others is an act of Christian charity and our moral duty to one another. 

• Anyone with significant health risk factors that requires them to avoid public spaces, or if you 

care for someone with significant risk factors. 

• Anyone who cannot attend Mass through no fault of their own, for example, if a church has 
reached its seating capacity. 

Anyone who isn’t able to go to Mass should continue to keep the Sabbath holy with 

intentional time in prayer including engagement in the readings for the day, which may be 

enhanced through watching Mass at RisenChristChurch.org and making a spiritual 

communion. 

For more information about the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days, the 

Archdiocese has created a webpage called "Re-encounter the Mass" 

at https://archden.org/return/.  

Blessings to you! 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Scott 

P.S. - I encourage you to watch this brief video which offers 3 Reasons to Attend Mass In 

Person! https://youtu.be/c0od1X2nTHw 

 

https://youtu.be/c0od1X2nTHw
https://archden.org/return/
https://youtu.be/c0od1X2nTHw

